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HOMARE TAKASAGO SHIRO SUEHIRO 
THE BEST-LOOKING GUY AN INTROVERTED GIRL 
IN CLASS WHO'S ADORED BY WHO IS SO SHY THAT NO ONE 
EVERYONE. HE ASKED SHIRO FROM HER CLASS NOTICED HER 
OUT AS A BATSU-GAME. BECAUSE SHE HADN'T SPOKEN TO 
ANYONE SINCE THE ENTRANCE 
CEREMONY. 


/ ‘opiate At Gi 
OFTHE ' e, 
_ LITERARY | 
eS CLUB © } eg a 
eoREERG ANRI 
MATSUSHIMA FUKUMORI 





FUMIAKI YACHTYO [. \ 


"TAKASAGO'S ' 
A LITERARY CLUB MEMBER — FRIENDS 
AND THE AUTHOR OF SHIRO’S \ / 
FAVORITE BOOK. HE’S %, _ 
IN LOVE WITH HER. - 





EVER SINCE TAKASAGO, THE MOST POPULAR GUY IN HER CLASS, ASKED 
HER OUT AS A BATSU-GAME, THE INTROVERTED SHIRO HAS BEEN SUPER 
BUSY WITH CLUB ACTIVITIES AND ROMANCE. WHEN SHIRO 
REALIZES SHE WAS ACTUALLY IN LOVE WITH HIM BECAUSE OF HOW 
SINCERE AND HONEST HE WAS WITH HER, SHE TOLD HIM THAT SHE 
JUST WANTED TO BE FRIENDS SO THEY COULD BE ON EQUAL GROUND. 
BUT THANKS TO THAT DECLARATION, SHE’S NOW HAVING A HARD 
TIME TELLING HIM HOW SHE REALLY FEELS ABOUT HIM... JUST WHEN 
SHE’S DEALING WITH THAT, ONE OF THE LITERARY CLUB MEMBERS, 
YACHIYO, TELLS HER THAT HE’S ALWAYS BEEN IN LOVE WITH HER 
AND TAKASAGO ASKS IF THEY CAN STOP BEING FRIENDS. 

WHAT SHOULD SHE MAKE OF ALL THIS?! 
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A WORLD THAT 
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LL / 
: CAN Y 
WE... 
/ 
| 
QUIT BEING 
‘FRIENDS’? 



















































































































































































WHAT... 





THAT’S 
LESS THAN 
FRIENDS! 
WRONG 
DIREC- 
TION. 


CLOSER 
THAN 
FRIENDS. 


AC- 
QUAIN- 
TANCES 

noe 




















I’M 
SAYING, 
I WANT TO 
=| BE SOMETHING 


sees OTHER THAN 


FRIENDS. 













I DON’T 
WANT ANYONE | 
TO BE ABLE 
TO GET BE- 
TWEEN 
us. 






AUINch 


“Al 





























YOU ASKED IF 
WE COULD BE 


BECALISE FRIENDS... 


YOU WANTED 
TO BE ON EQUAL 
FOOTING. 











JUST 
PUSHING 
YOU INTO 
A RELA- 
TIONSHIP 
I WANT... 


LIKE WHAT 
I DID BE- 
FORE, 
ISN’T 
IT? 


































































































































































































MAYBE IT 
3 REALLY IS 
BECAUSE... 


/ 7 
/ / 
SOMETIMES, 


HE LOOKS /AT 
~ L ME WITH SUCH 
i {A BURNING 


ITS 
ALMOST fp 
AS IF... fete ie 
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IM THE 
FIRST PER- 
SON HE’S MET 
IN A WORLD 
COMPLETELY 
DEVOID OF 
PEOPLE. 
































YOu 
WERE ACT- 
ING PRETTY 
AWKWARD | 
BACK IN sip 























CLASS, YOU AND 


YOU'RE 
EVEN GOING 
HOME SEPA- 
RATELY TO- 
DAY, RIGHT? 





ONE DAY, 
A POPULAR 
BOY TURNS 


AND 
NONE OF INVISIBLE... 


HIS CLASS- 
MATES EVEN 
KNOW HE'S 
THERE ANY- 
MORE. 


























TAKASAGO 

HAVE SOME 
KIND OF DIS- 
AGREEMENT? 


THAT 
ACTUALLY 
WORKS OUT 
PERFECTLY. 


I READ 
THE FIRST 
SENTENCE OF 
THE NOVEL 
YOU GAVE 
ME. 





BUT 
IT’S NOT 
VERY IN- 

TERESTING, 


EITHER. 

























NO MATTER 
WHAT HAPPENS, 
He’S ALWAYS 
SO KIND AND 
STRONG...AND 
RELIABLE. 





THE MAIN 
CHARACTER 
IS BASED ON 
TAKASAGO, 
RIGHT? 


nee 
BEET 





NO 
MATTER 
WHERE IT 
GOES, THIS 
STORY WILL 
BE EMPTY. 











I ONCE 
BASED A 
CHARACTER 
ON YOU, 
BUT... 





YOU ACTUALLY 
START TO BE HARDER 
OVERLOOK di TO SEE THEM ONE... 
THINGS. ft FOR WHO THEY 
REALLY ARE. 











HE’S NOT 
ACTUALLYAS § 
PERFECTAS [ < I THINK 
YOU THINK [~~ YOU MIGHT 
HE IS. HAVE A LITTLE 
700 NUCH 
RESPECT FOR 
HE’S TAKASAGO. 
GOT TONS 
OF FLAWS, 
YOU KNOW! 























THIS MIGHT 
ACTUALLY BE 
THE PERFECT 

CHANCE TO TAKE 
ANOTHER LOOK 
AT HIM, NOW THAT 






















MAYBE YOU YOU'VE GOT SOME 
CAN FIND OUT DISTANCE. 
WHAT KIND OF 

PERSON HE 





REALLY Is. 

















ITS IGOTA 
MOSTLY LOT WRITTEN 
JUST COMPLI- DOWN IN MY 
MENTS ABOUT INTERVIEW 
TAKASAGO- NOTEBOOK 


KUN... SO FAR. 








HE'STHE 
ONE WHO &. 
SHOWED ME A 
[4 









































IT’S TIME 

FOR ALL 
STUDENTS 

TO HEAD 
VE GOTTA 
GO HOME. 











FUKUMORI 
TOLD ME YOU 
WERE STILL 


HOSPITAL’S 
PRETTY FAR 
AWAY, THOUGH, 
SO I PROBABLY 
WON'T BE ABLE 
TO MAKE IT TO 
CLUB MEETINGS 
FOR A WHILE. 


HERE. 














YOU BREAK 
A BONE? 





I SCREWED 
UP DURING 
PRACTICE, 60 
I’M GONNA 


» HAVE TO GO TO 


THE HOSPITAL 
REGULARLY. 

































































AND THEN 
OUT OF THE 
BLUE ONE DAY, 
HE SAID HE WAS 
BORED OF IT ALL 
AND ABANDONED Lis. 
THAT’S THE KIND 
OF GUY HE Is. 




























OUR 





THOUGHT 16 ABOUT 

I SHOULD START, 

LET you 60... 
KNOW 

BEFORE 

THEN. 


HE’S 
BASICALLY 
JUST A 
FIGUREHEAD, 
ANYWAY! 


IDENT 





SAN? I’M 
NOT GONNA 
TALK TO 
HIM! 


HE WAS 
ALWAYS GOING 
ON ABOUT DOING 
OUR BEST IN HIGH 
SCHOOL AND MAKING 
IT TO KOSHIEN.* 
HE GOT EVERYONE 
ALL FIRED UP... 














MID-TERM 
I STUDY BREAK 


YET? 


ANNUAL NATIONAL BASEBALL TOURMANEMENT FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. 







































TO 

























KNow |: 








IN 
OUR 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
BASEBALL 
CLUB... 





















SORRY. 

I JUST 
GOT KIND 
OF TICKED 

OFF REMEM- 

BERING 

THAT. 








WELL, 


I WOULDN'T FW 


SAY THAT... 





, 


¢ 





















































SO, 
I GUESS 
THERE’S 
NOTHING 
I CAN 


AT LEAST 
HE’S HONEST. 
THAT’S JUST 
HOMARE-SAN 

FOR YOu. 








IT’S JUST 
THAT... THAT’S 
NEVER GOTTEN 

THROUGH TO 


YOU KNOW?. 
I MEAN, EV- 
ERYONE LIKES 
HIM, RIGHT? 


HE’S 
JUST SO 
SELFISH... 


AND 


FULL OF 
HIMSELF. 


TICKS ME 
OFF THAT HE 
GOT BORED 
AND QUIT, 
BUT... 






















PLUS, FOR 
SOME REASON, HE 
SEEMS TO BE HAVING 
FUN IN THE LIT- 
ERARY CLUB. 


I’M SURE 
YOU GET 
TICKED OFF 
AT HIM TOO 
SOMETIMES, 
RIGHT, VICE 
PRES? 





KUMORI’S 


WORRIED an 
aout you NY MAKE 























































































































THE GUYS 
FROM N HIGH 
SCHOOL WILL 

BE COMING, 


YOU SAID 

YOU LIKE 

KARAOKE, 
RIGHT? 








GO DO 
KARAOKE SAN! 
AFTER OUR 
MID-TERMS 
ARE OVER? 














SHE 
STILL HAS 
THAT SAME, 
PLEASANT 
SMILE, 
THOUGH. 
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DOING KARAOKE 








JUST WANT 
TO BRING ME 
IT ALONG AS 
SOUNDS BAIT FOR 
EXHAUSTING, THOSE GUYS, 
TRYING TO RIGHT? 
LOOK AFTER 
BOTH YOU 
AND THEM. 





















ALSO, 
| ONLY LIKE 







BY MYSELF9 







I 
ACTUALLY 
LIKE HER 
EVEN MORE 


you 


KNOW... 


TAKA- 
SAGO NEVER 
USED TO CARE 
ABOLIT WHAT 
WAS GOING 
ON WITH 
ANYONE. 


MAYBE HER TRUE 
SHE JUST NATURE, 
FELT LIKE THOUGH. 

SHE COULDN'T 
BE HERSELF 
BEFORE. 





You 
KNOW 
WHOSE 
FAULT 
THIS IS, 
RIGHT? 


























an ours ; 
{Mx oBMOUSLY 
T00, | 
GUESS. 











WE'VE 
BEEN 
HANGING 
OUT TO- 
GETHER 
ALL THIS 
TIME, 
BUT... 






SHE 


SEEMS LIKE 
SHE’S TAKING 
IT EASIER 


Now. 








WELL, 
I GUESS 
SHE'S 
RELAXED 

A BIT. 






























I 
MEAN, 
CAN YOU 
BELIEVE 
THAT? I’VE 
BEEN CALING 
HER THAT 
SINCE THE 
SPRING OF 
OUR FIRST 
YEAR OF HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


WE’RE 
ONLY JUST 
NOW FINALLY 
BECOMING REAL 

FRIENDS. 














SHE EVEN 
TOLD ME TO 
STOP CALLING 
HER “TSURUCHIN.” 
SHE SAID IT WAS 
ANNOYING. 























I KNOW 
I'VE SCREWED 
YOU AROUND 

A LOT. 


IF 
I TRIED 
TO MAKE 
EXCUSES NOW, 
THEY’D JUST 
SOUND LIKE 
sO, LIES. 
I DON’T 
EXPECT 
YOU TO FOR- 
GIVE ME, 
BUT... 


































































TSURUHARA! 


LET’S GO 








WHAT’RE 
YOU TALK- 
ING ABOUT? 
































‘ROUND, 
SUEHIRO. 


























I’M 


\\\) ANYTHING. SORRY WE 

\ DIDN’T STEP 

\A\ Ay IN! WE WERE 
Hyfj~s) y) PARALYZED 


WITH FEAR. 





THOUGH... 






































HE’S 
KIND OF 
INTIMIDAT- 
ING, YOU 
KNOW? 


HE’S SO 
DAZZLING, 
HE’S LIKE 
THE SUN! 








THERE 
ARE SO 
MANY GOOD 
THINGS 
HAPFEN- 
I FEEL ING. 
LIKE MY 
WORLD IS 
EXFAND- 
ING. 


KIND OF 
HARD TO TALK 
TO YOU WHEN 
YOU'RE WITH 

TAKASAGO-KUN, 

THOUGH. 


WE 
WERE JUST 
ABOUT TO | 

HEAD OVER TO | 
THE LIBRARY | 
TO STUDY 
FOR MID- 






















EVEN 
AMONG 
THE PEOPLE 
WHO KNOW 
TAKASAGO- 






MORE THAN 
JUST PUTTING 
ALL OF THOSE 
PIECES OF HIM 
TOGETHER... 
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THE 
DOOR’S 
UNLOCKED. 







MAYGE 

SOME- 

ONE’S 
ALREADY 





SHIRO- 
SEMPAI! 


YOUR MID- 


HAVE STARTED 
















HEY, 







HOW'D 







TERMS 















CLUB 
ACTIVITIES 






UP AGAIN, SO 
‘I’M PLANNING 
‘ON ASKING 
AKASAGO-KLIN 
1E HE WANTS 
\70. GO HOME 
TOGETHER 
\ TODAY. 











































































































TAKA- 
YOU SAGO-KUN! | 


KNEW, 
DIDN'T 
YOU, VICE 
PRES? 





























YOU 
KNEWALL \ 
THATSTUFF |; 
ABOUT BEING 


BORED WAS 


THE REAL 
REASON HE 
QUIT BASE- 

BALL... 


WAS 
BECAUSE 
HE BROKE HIS 
SHOULDER! 
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' CHAPTER 18 
| with you 
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the springtime , 


of my life began , 


>. | YOUR WORLD 


Liss: ent A aoe of Sa, SS Sl 


~ 


YOURE 
GONNA 
; PLAY 
WERE 
PLAYING FASKET- 


BALL 
WITH THE * 
SIXTH YEARS FIGHT? 
TODAY! 


fe) 
f DECIDE 
WITH ROCK 


BEEN POPLU- 
LAR, PEOPLE 
JUST NATU- 
RALLY GATh- 
ER AROUND 
ME. 


LET'S 
PLAY 
SOCCER! 


EXCUSE 
ME! IM 
TALKING 
TO TAKA- 
SAGO-KLUN 
RIGHT 
NOW! 















YOWRE  sER/- 


En BN JOINING OUSLY?! 
lade TR THE BASE- 
“ATTEN AL ANS BALL TEAM, 


TAKASA- 













I RAN 
INTO OUR 
JUNIOR HIGH 
COACH AT THE 
HOSPITAL 
I’M BEING 
TREATED 
AT. 


























THE HELL 















WAS ALL OF HE SAID 
THAT STUFF YOU TOLD 
ABOUT QUIT- HIM NOT TO 
TING ‘CAUSE TELL ANY- 
YOU WERE ONE... 


BORED, 
HUH?! 












MY 
teers | — HOWCOULD 
THE BLANK YOU NOT TELL US 
ABOUT SOMETHING 


WORDS. RIGHT. 
WON Tea NOW. SO IMPORTANT?! 


COME 
OUT. 





4 matty, 
ID BE 
BLE.TO/) 


, SMOOTH 
// THINGS 
OVER. 








PLUS, 
YOUR ARM 
IS HURT! SO, 
NO FIGHTING, 
OKAY?! 





YOURE 
THE ONE 
HURTING 
MY ARM 

RIGHT 


ABOUT 
THIS TOO. 
I’M SORRY 

FOR KEEPING 
IT FROM 
you... 


DON’T WE 
JUST CALM 
DOWN AND 

TALK ABOUT 
THIS? 

















TH- 
THIS IS 
THE CLUB 
ROOM! 








REALLY 
CAN’T 
GET THE 
WORDS 
OUT. 















































WELL, 
KICKING 
ME! 











..- YEAH. 
SHIRO AND 
FUKUMORI 

HAVE STARTED 
A MEETING. 
THEY’RE IN 
THE CLUB 

ROOM. 


ISN’T 
THE CLUB 
SUPPOSED 

TO BE START- 
ING BACK 
UP AGAIN 

TODAY? 


I'D BE 
PRETTY 
THRILLED IF 
THIS IS ABOUT 
A FIGHT YOU 
HAD WITH 
SUEHIRO-SAN, 

THOUGH. I’M GOING 
TO GO OUT 
ON A LIMB HERE 
AND GUESS 
THAT YOU’RE 
NOT SULKING 
ABOUT A 
FAILED MID- 
TERM. 

















I KNOW 
YOUR GRADES 
ARE FLAW- 






















Atl . 
OaIL/a quae 


SUDDEN, 96 BEEN PER- 
JUST CAN’T Oieaye 


ON beeen (TING. 
MORE. 7 


IT’S 
NOT JUST 
MY GRADES 
THAT ARE 
FLAW- 
LESS... 





*OLIT." 
WHAT, 


TAKASA- 












I DON’T 
KNOW WHAT 
70 DO ABOUT 

ANYTHING 
ANYMORE... 
ANP 17 ALL 
JUST KEEPS 

PILING UF. 

















FOOLISH 

OF ME TO 

STOP FOR 
A CHAT. 


YOU'VE 


ANYWAY, IT’S 
WHY DOT NOTH- 
HAVE TO TALK ING. 
TO YOU ABOUT 
THIS, CLASS 
REP? 


NEVER REALLY AFTER 


BEEN ABLE 
TO FACE YOUR 
FEELINGS, 
HAVE YOU? 


ALL... 


=] WHY YOURE 
“1 $0 CON- 













































YOU MAYS 
HAVE SPUN 
SUEHIRO-SAN’S 


Bur | 
© ISTHINK, 
I'S SAFE 
To say THAT \ WY 
YOUR WORLD | /x@ 
HAS BEEN SPUN 
AROUND, 
TOO. 
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FEEL 
FREE TO 


















KEEP MOP- IM 
CORNER. HEAD TO 
THE CLUB 


ROOM. 










BACK 
I HAD THEN... 
NO IDEA 
_ WHAT TO 
SAY TO 
NOEU. 



















ANP, EVEN 
WITH SHIRO, 
I CAN’T SEEM 
7O KEEP AN 
APPROPRIATE 
DISTANCE AS 
A “FRIEND.” 










MAYBE SOCIAL 
RELATIONSHIPS 
ARE ACTUALLY 
PRETTY HARD 
TO NAVIGATE? 



































You 
SEEM 
KINDA OFF 
















YOU JUST 
SEEM DOWN, 
I GUESS... 


SOMETHING 
BOTHERING 
you? 


\\\ 
Nt 




























PLEASE! 
LIKE TAKA- 
SAGO WOULD 
EVER HAVE 

ANYTHING 
ON HIS 




































SEEN HIM MIND! 
I HAVE TO ABOUT ANY- 
GAIN BY TELL- 
ING THEM I 
WORRY ABOUT 
STUFF, TOO? 














THAT'S 
NOT GON- 
NA CHANGE 
ANYTHING. 






































| OVER- 
SLEPT AND 

DIDN'T GET TO 
EAT BREAK- 

FAST. 


































































GOT SOME 
CHOCOLATE. 
YOU WANT 
SOME? 
































Be Ope : ( | 























































IT’S 
OKAY. 

I ASKED 
KICHIJOU TO 
COME UP WITH 
A GOOD EX- 
CUSE FOR 
us. 


























a i 


ay ) . 
y 4 i} LALA \ 
Af / \ \ 
/ : | \\ 
/] | 4 K\ \ 
YL an \\ 
\ = 
5 \ 
| N \\ sien 
i bY AN apt 
aS ae 


WANNA... 

















GOTO 
THE ROOF- 
TOP WITHME _— 
DURING NEXT 
PERIOD?! 











THIS IS 
THE FIRST 
TIME IN MY 
WHOLE LIFE 
THAT I’VE 
SKIPPED 
CLASS... 
























































IF 
THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
YOU WANNA 
TALK ABOUT, 
COULDN'T IT 
HAVE WAIT- 
ED ‘TIL THE 
BREAK? 

















wow, 
TAKASA- 
war GO-KUN... 
YOU WAN- YOU DON’T 
NA CUT LEAVE ANY- 
CLASS? THING UNAC- 
COUNTED 
FOR! 


ANYTHING IN 





PARTICULAR 





























IT 
JUST 


SEEMED 
YOU'VE je. 


BEEN PUSH- 
ING YOURSELF 
TOO HARD. 


GUESS 
TO FEEL yOu COULD 
ALONE INA = SAY THAT I 
CROWD, LIKE KNOW WHAT 
YOU DON’T IT’S LIKE... 
BELONG. 


UM, IF 
ING 
NUISANCE OF gh 
MYSELF, I CAN WAY, SO... 
JUST DISAPPEAR 
AND Go To 


THE BATH- I THOUGHT 


YOU MIGHT 
WANT TO GET 
AWAY FROM 
THE CROWD. 





NEED 


HERE 
WITH 
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NOoBuU 
WAS SUPER 
PISSED OFF, 

RIGHT? 

























































































PROBABLY 
SAD THAT 
YOU DIDN’T 
TELL HIM. 


MIGHT'VE 
BLAMED 
HIMSELF 
FOR NOT 

REALIZING, 
TOO. 


OR 
BECAUSE 
YOU DIDN'T 
WANT TO 
CAUSE 
PROBLEMS 
FOR EVERY- 
ONE IF YOU 
COULDN'T 
PITCH WHILE 
YOU WERE 
RECOVER- 


WISHING 
YOU'D TOLD 
HIM ABOUT 

YOUR SHOUL- 


BACK 
IN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 


BECAUSE 
YOU DION’T 
WANT TO 


WC 


























wake 
8 
ae 
2a 
9 
Q= 
H 





AFRAID THAT 
PEOPLE WOULD 
PITY ME OR BE 
DISAPPOINTED 





WAS SO 
FREAKED 
OUT... 


IM 
BORED 
OF THIS, 


I WAS 
SO USED 
TO BEING 

WHEN IT SHOWERED 

SEEMED WITH ATTEN- 


LIKE T TION ALL THE 
MIGHT TIME. 


LOSE 
THAT... 


AND 
WON 
out over _THAT 


My Desire FEAR... 
TO KEEP 
PLAYING 
BASE- 
BALL. 


ZIM 
QUIT- 
TING. THE 


TEAM. 
SORRY, 


BUT... 











poo Noa A A A A A A AA 











SUCK, 
HUH? 


WHAT 
A LOSER. 


a 

= 
Zr 
way 
oe 
vad 
w5 


> 
® 
Phe 


NN 


A 


. 
\Y 





THAT’S IT, 
THOUGH! 














SRK 


oe 


AN SS 


























VM 
YOU'RE EVEN epillaes 
STUMBLING |. Roaert 
OVER YOUR 
. WORDS TRY- 


I MIGHT 
NOT BE ABLE 
TO HELP MUCH, 
BUT TI CAN AT 
LEAST BE SCARED 
WITH YOu, 


Ne 


YOU EVEN 

LISTENING 

TO ME BE- 
FORE? 


moe 


S 
Oey. 
<i 


LX 
oe 
SSK 


o, 








Kk 


LS 


ete 


Zs 


x 
eee. 
SD AO ASY EO OA 





ee 
J 
J 


ALWAYS SO 
EARNEST. 





“ NS 
Sy / 


Se 


S 


DON'T GET 
DISS FROM 
YOURSELF! 





YOU'VE 
ALWAYS 
BEEN LIKE 
THAT. 


cee Ny 





















IT 
FELT 
PULFILL- 
ING... 
70 BE 
NEEDED BY 
SHIRO. 
IM THE , 
ONE WHO &- & oe 
NEED HER : Wa, 


THE MOST. 


THINK 


IT'S SAFE 
TO SAY THAT 
MY YOUR WORLD 
WORLD... eta es 
AROUND, 
1S TOO. 
° . CHANG- 
"a ING, 
of we we 
eS e ay 2 

















So, 
WHAT I'M 
TRYING TO 



















THOUGHT I LET 
IT WOULD BE My FOOL- 
BETTER TO ISH PRIDE 
LET EVERYONE GET THE 
THINK I WAS = BEST OF 
SELFISH THAN ME. 
TO TELL THEM 
ABOUT MY 
INJURY. 





I DON’T 
EXPECT 
YOU TO JUST 
FORGIVE ME, 


MEANS 
THAT YOU'VE 
GROWN UP 
SINCE THEN. 


HONESTLY, 
I CAN'T JUST 
FLIP A SWITCH 
AND BE LIKE... 


‘OH, 
IT’S FINE.” 
YOU KNOW? 





THAT IF 
FOOLISH THIS IS 
PRIDE OF ALL JUST 
yours Is ‘CAUSE... 

WORSE 
THAN ANY 
ONE OF US 

KNEW... 


MAN, 

I CAN’T 
BELIEVE 
WE'RE 
HAVING THIS 
CONVERSA- 
TION ALL 
THESE 
YEARS 


I GUESS 
YOU COMING 
AND BOWING 
YOUR HEAD 
LIKE THIS... 





MAYBE 
WRITING 
DOWN YOUR 
FEELINGS WILL 
HELP YOU 
LEARN HOW 








DON’T 
GET BORED 
AND QUIT THE 


WHAT’S 
THIS? Le. . \ 
NoTe- | E THAT 
BOOK — REMINDS | 
PAPER? |, ME. 


AND, 
TO MY 
SURPRISE, 
APPARENTLY 

















THE 
PRESIDENT’S 
GONNA WRITE 
A NOVEL?! 
































OH MAN! 
NOW THIS 
IS GONNA BE 
GOOD! 





WRITE A 
ROMANCE! 



























the springtime 


CHAPTER 19 


of my life began 8 


with you | 





SUMMER 









IT’S 
$0 HOT 
TODAY... THINK 
THE RAINY 
SEASON’S 
OVER? 




























SUE- 

















_[ HIRO-CHAN, 
TM » | TLOVED THE 
cao THANKS! ~| Book vou 
Hea ) LENT ME! 
IT! 




















SHOULD BE 
THANKING |} 





I WAS 
BUT PLANNING 
I ENDED TO RETURN IT 
UP READING BEFORE THE 
ALL OF ITIN END OF TERM 
ONE GO. ASSEMBLY... 





















Do you E [| NV 
WANT TO H “Ht f SAWS SO WAY, DOES 
COME VISIT Ze THE LITERARY 
SOMET— MY \ - CLUB STILL 
GRAND- MEET OVER 
MOTHER’S 
GOT A PLACE 
é THE BY THE 
» | OCEAN, HUH? : OCEAN. 
4 THAT SOUNDS e 


GREAT! 











SORRY 
FOR BUTT- 


I’M 
GONNA 
BE RUNNING 
A BIT LATE 
TODAY, SO GO 
AHEAD AND 
START 
WITHOUT 


SHIRO, 
I‘M GONNA \ 

| GIVE YOU THE 
CLUB ROOM 
KEY, OKAY? 


























YEAH. 

HE SEEMS 
MORE MATURE, 
MAYBE...OR 
MAYBE JUST 
LESS INTIMI- 
DATING... 











TAKA- 
SAGO-KUN 
SEEMS KIND 
OF DIFFERENT 
LATELY. 





WAS TELLING 
MYSELF. THAT, 
SPRINGTIME 
CAME AND 
WENT... 









































































HUH? 
WHERE’S 
HOMARE- 
SAN? 




















WE 
HAVEN'T 
SEEN YOU 
IN A WHILE, 
MATSUSHI- 

























SORRY 
‘BOUT THAT. 
I WAS BUSY 

WITH THE 
TOURNAMENT. 





























I’M 
SORRY 
ABOUT THE 

















EVERYONE SUMMER 

IN THE CLUB BASEBALL 
RESOLVED TOURNA- 
TO WRITE 


A NOVEL. 






: ©) I'M WORKING ON 

2) ANOVEL TO SUBMIT 

TO A COMPETITION, 
AND THE GREAT 
YACHIYO-SENSEI 

IS PUBLISHING 

ANEW NOVEL! 


“THE 
CLUB 
PRES’... 
YOU'VE THAT’S HO- 
GOTTA MARE-SAN, 
BE KID- RIGHT? HE’S 
DING WRITING A 
Me! NOVEL? 















































WHAT'S 
IT ABOUT? 


I GUESS 
YOU COULD 
SAY IT’S A 


WONDERING | SEMPAI AND 
ABOUT. | THE CLUB PRES 
ARE GONNA 
SUBMIT THEIRS 
TO A CONT-... 


I’M 
IN THE IT’S NO 
MIDDLE OF JOKE. 
WRITING MY 
MAGNUM 
OPUS. 


HE 
WON'T 
SHOW 

ANYONE, 
THOUGH! 





I 
PRINTED 
OUT MY 
NOVEL. 
I'VE 
JUST 
FINISHED 
WRITING IT, 
SO I FIG- 
URED... 


THERE 
ARE PROB- 
ABLY A LOT 
OF PARTS 
THAT NEED 
SOME 
iFyou WORK, 
COULD LET 
ME KNOW IF 
YOU FIND 


THERE'S 
NO FREAKIN’ 
WAY! 

















IT’S 
uP TO 
THE SOTH 
VICTIM 
NOW. 




















WHAT’S 
THAT STACK 
OF PAPERS 
YOU'VE GOT 

THERE? 


wourp  YACHIYO- 


you MIND = KUN? 


READING IT 
LATER? 











THE MAIN 
CHARACTER’S 
_ 
THAT'S , 
exactry \ RIGHT? 
WHY YOU 
CAN'T 




















READ 
IT! 




















Y-... NOT 
YOU CAN , EVEN GO- 
READ IT AFTER ING TO LET 
I'VE EDITED IT S pees a 
woe READ IT... 








YOU HAVE 
TO SHOW SUE- 
HIRO-SAN YOUR } 

WORK, TOO, 

YOU KNOW. 





THAT'S A 


WHEN THE 
MANUSCRIPT 
1S FINAL- 
IZED... 























isnot | 4A , INN even rm 
ABIG DEAL, so \/, * | FEELING A BIT 
IT’S NOT WORTH || ? 
THINKING ABOLIT 
SERIOUSLY... 
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IT’S THE 


FIRST NOVEL 
YOU'VE EVER 
WRITTEN. 


THE MAIN 
CHARACTER 
/S A POPLULAR 
YOUNG BOY 
WHO'S LIKED 
‘BY EVERY- 

WE 
















BUT EVEN- 


TUALLY, THE 

CLASS GETS EVEN 

USED TO HIS THOUGH 
ABSENCE. ___.\ HE'S RIGH ie 











LITTLE 






(WIS: TOUCH > 








BY LITTLE, 7. ‘ 
HE LOSES a Doreen 

SIGHT OF HIS I 

REASON FOR 

WANTING TO 


COME BACK. 








A POS! TIVE 
A TTI TUDE AS 


















































FACE 
70 FACE 


WITH HIS 
OWN LONE- 
LINESS... 





THIS WOULD 


MUCH 
LESS 
YACHIYO- 

KUN... 
NO, LT 
MEAN... 


hy. GQueeze 
Z = 


SIONAL 
AUTHOR, 
MICHIRU 


_ KOTOBUKI- ~ 


SAN. 


IR omy 7 
Ro FAVORITE 


PROFES- — 


a ee 


| (7 OUT WHILE I 

|| WAS RIDING ON 

| THE HIGH OF 

| // HAVING JUST 
FINISHED 


IT... 


BUT 
THERE'S 
NO WAY IT'S 
AT THE LEVEL 
WHERE I SHOULD 
BE SHOWING IT 
70 OTHER 
PEOPLE! 





I 
CHECKED 
FOR ANY 

TYPOS OR 
MISSED 
WORDS, 

BUT... 











THE 
WHOLE 
THING IS 
PRETTY DARK. 
I GUESS THAT 
MIGHT JUST BE 
A PROBLEM 
WITH MY PER- 
SONALITY. 


I’M 
SORRY! 
IT’S KIND OF 
ILLEGIBLE, 
ISN’T IT? 


AND 
I KNOW 
THE CONTENT 
NEEDS SOME 
WORK, TOO 
! 






































FUN... 
WRITING 
IT. 


IT FELT 
LIKE I WAS 
PULLING ON A 
LITTLE = THIN THREAD... 


BY LITTLE. 












































EVEN 
I HAD WHEN I WAS 
FUN PUZ- WORRIED THAT 
ZLING I WOULDN'T BE 
OVER ABLE TO FIND THE 
IT. RIGHT WORDS... /; 





HADN’T 
y SUGGESTED 
I WOULD 
Have Never THAT I TRY 
KNOWN HOW WRITING A 
FUN IT CAN NOVEL... 
BE. 





88 


...WAIT, 
IMUST —_ I’MSORRY! 
BE DRIVING 
YOU CRAZY, 
YAMMERING 
ON WHILE 
YOU’RE TRYING 
TO READ! 

















YOU DONE 
READING? 

































































THIS 
TIME... 





VD 
LIKE YOUR 
ANSWER. 


CAN YOU 
GIVE ME 
ONE? 








RIGHT 
HERE... 














I WANTED 













































































I LOVE 
TAKASAGO- 
KUN. 






















































































BOTH 
AS YACHIYO- 
KUN AND AS 
MICHIRU KO- 
TOBUKI-SAN, 
YOU’/RE REALLY 
IMPORTANT 
TO ME. 


THAT 
WON’T EVER 
CHANGE. 




















BESIDES, 
READING 





MAKES SCRIPT... 
IT CLEAR. 


























me \ YL 
PAIN- | | 
FUL TO 


THINK... \ f 








THIS MANU- 


ye 





94 


AND ABOUT 
EVERYTHING 
HE’S DONE TO 
CHANGE YOUR 


TO BE 
HONEST, I 
WISH THAT 

COULD HAVE 
BEEN ME. 


ROBABLY POSSIBLE 
BECAUSE IT WAS” 
TAKASAGO. 












PAINFUL, 
TOO, 




















I GUESS 
YOU'VE GIVEN 
ME A FIRM RE- 
JECTION. 


IKNOW 
THAT SOME- 












TLL 
RESPECT 
YOUR 
WISHES. 












THAT 











DOESN'T 
AFTER ALL, just GONG 
FEELINGS CAN 
pre TO GIVE 
ANGE. UP RIGHT 


AWAY. 






























IS IT 
TLL PUT ALL RIGHT 
TOGETHER A IF I TAKE 
LIST OF PARTS THE NIGHT 
THAT MIGHT BE TO LOOK OVER 
WORTH REVISITING YOUR MANU- 
AND REWORKING. J/f ))\\\ SCRIPT? 








I THINK 
THIS IS A 
GREAT PIECE 
OF WRITING. 
T REALLY EN- 
JOYED READ- 



























































YOu... 


YACHIYO- 
KUN. 





































































































/N. 











TOLD ME 
HE LOVED 
ME AGA 



































HOW MUCH 
COURAGE THAT 
MUST HAVE 









































I DON’T 
WANT TO 
JUST SIT 
AROUND 
AND WAIT 

FOR THE DAY 

THAT WE'RE 
ON EQUAL 
FOOTING, 


I WANT 
7O TELL 
HIM HOW I 
FEEL RIGHT 
NOW. 










































































































































































SPRING 
























































se 








4 the springtime , 
CHAPTER 20 shayiiteneers 


| with you | 


| METEOR SHOWER 


WW 


[ee tet gee 





NOPE. 
I DON’T 
THINK I CAN ‘ 
- DOIT TODAY, <= 


pz, a 
K:) 
a 








jf I THOUGHT 
I JUST SAW 





























































My 
reee. PART 
Ki Epac ile girs SHORT OF 
GO-KLIN { 2264 Ng 
IN THE ct 


EYES, 














































DID you 
NEED ME FOR 
SOMETHING 
EARLIER? 





WERE LOOK- 
ING AT ME. 








ANYWAY, 
IF YOU DON’T 
NEED ME, 
THAT’S FINE. 


a i 
= BEEN LIVING — 
= _) EVERY DAY. 
&_A LIKE THIS ON | 
J) RET 





“I HAVE 
TO HURRY 
UP AND 
TELL HIM 


OVER 
MY WHOLE 
BODY?! 


Wp 


THERE’S 
NO NEED 
TO RUSH 
THINGS. 
JUST TAKE 
IT AT YOUR 
OWN PACE. 





YOU'RE 
REALLY 











ACTUALLY, WRIT- 
IS WRIT- TEN ALL 


TEN ALL OVER YOUR 
OVER YOUR FACE... 

WHOLE 

Bopy. 


I'D FEEL 
TERRIBLE... 


IF I PUT 
PRESSURE 
ON YOU BY 

TELLING YOU 
HOW I FELT 

ABOUT 

you. 













































































BUT IF IT 

WERE ME, 

I WOULDN'T 

RISK TAKING 

MY TIME LIKE 
THAT... 


ABOUT, 
RIGHT? 


THINK OF IT, 

| HAVEN'T HAD 

A BOYFRIEND 

SINCE BREAKING 
UP WITH MY 


























SORRY! 
I Just 
HELP OVER- 
HEARING. 





GIRLS AREN'T 
JUST GONNA 
LEAVE HIM BE, 
YOU KNOW. 


ATA Na) 
\ | MAYBE 


TAKASAGO 
COULD FILL 
THAT HOLE¥ 











BUT 
DON’T AN... YOU DON’T 
TAKE WHAT EVEN LIKE 
SHE SAYS 
TO HEART, BUT TM 
GETTING 
PISSED OFF 
WATCHING 








IS THE 
SITUATION 
REALLY THAT 




















WHAT'S 
ASTRON- WITH THE 
SCARY THERE 
FACE?! YOU ARE, 
SUEHIRO- 
CHAN! 





IT’S AN 
ASTRONOMY 
CLUB TRADI- 
TION. EVERY 

SUMMER, 
WE HAVE A 

WATCHING 
PARTY ON THE 
ROOFTOP, 

































































AND ANYWAY, 
DIDN’T YOU WANNA 
SEE THE METEOR 
SHOWER FROM 
YOUR FAVORITE 
NOVEL IN 


IS IT 
OKAY IF THE 
LITERAR 
CLUB... 




















I KNOW 
YOU'VE BEEN 
LOOKING 
AFTER MY 
SISTER, SO 
CONSIDER 
IT MY 
THANKS. 


METEOR 
SHOWER... 


OH, 
AND FEEL 
FREE TO 

BRING SOME 
FRIENDS, 
TOO. 





THAT’S Is 


DOES THIS 
A PRETTY THERE ACTUALLY 


OF LOOKING roel Ue ee 
AT IT... THING IN THIS Ta eee 


ATURE? 


HAVE ANY- 
THING TO 
DO WITH 

LITERA- 
TURE? 


tas 


HE WAS 
LIKE, “YOWD 
BETTER NOT 
BOTHER THE 
ASTRONOMY 
‘NO CLUB!” 


SHENANI- 
GANS!" 


SOUNDS 
LIKE THAT 
WAS A TAR- 
GETED WARN- 
ING FOR 


WE SAW 
A METEOR 
ONCE BEFORE, 
RIGHT? 


p\ 


SI 


THE GO- 
AHEAD FROM 
TOMOSEN. 





















































SEEING 
A WHOLE 
METEOR 
SHOWER... 


SHOULD 
BE FUN. 


\ 
THAT NIGHT 
I SPENT ON 
THE ROOFTOP 
WITH TAKASA- 
GO-KLIN... 


... THATS | 
RIGHT. 


LOVE: 





AND 
THIS TIME, 
TLL TELL: 
HIM HOW 

I FEEL, 


MAN, 

WE LUCKED 
OUT GETTING 
CLEAR SKIES 

TONIGHT! 























IN 
ABOUT 


>Zie 
fou. 
o2"9 
ZT=AS 
gwar 
zt 


IT’LL 
BE PER- 
FECT FOR 
SPOTTING 
METEORS 
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l 
THINK 
THAT'S 6 weneeue 
THE SOUTH . B CONSTEL- 


; LATION HAS 
YOU'RE - ING IN THE “4 RADIANT 


FACING \ eastern PONT. 


THERE! SKY, 


SO... 





SHIRO- 
SEMPAI. 


J 


YOU OKAY? 
IF YOU'RE NOT 
FEELING WELL, 
YOU CAN LET 
MY BROTHER 

KNOW. 


SHOULD I-I 
PROBABLY | JUST 
TAKE THIS | : DIDN'T 

CHANCE GET MUCH 

70 GO SLEEP 
wasHmy LAST 

FACE... NIGHT... 

MAYBE 
YOU WOKE 
UP TOO EARLY 
TO MAKE IT 
ve THROUGH AN 
ee EVENING 
700 EARLY... PARTY? 





























AND MORE 

THAT I WAS 

‘SO NERVOUS, 
= «I DIDNT SLEEP 
— AWINKE 


IM 
GOING 
TO TELL 
4 TAKASAGO- 
KUN TO- 
IM 
GOING 
TO TELL 
HIM THAT 
fo IM IN LOVE 
JUST : WITH HIM. 
TELLING 
HIM HOW I 
FEEL ISN'T 
MY GOAL, 
IS IT? 


I KNOW HE 
DOESN'T HATE 
ME. TKNOW HE — 
CARES ABOUT 
a ME” 


POT CANS. 
BELIEVE 
THAT. 





MY,VERSION, 
OEMLOVE/ 


SHE / 

WENT HUH? 
DOWN- : : WHERE’S 
STAIRS. sland 











AA- UMP 





JUST A 
LITTLE. 
OH! 
BUT IT’S 
NO BIG 
DEAL... 


SHIRO- 
SEMPAI?! 






























































THAT 
CRASH 
WAS SO 
LOUD! 


DID You 
ARE YOU 
HIT YOUR | Oxay?! 


HEAD?! 





I’M 




































FINE. 
THIS IS SORRY 
IM SO IT MORT/- FOR WORRY- 
EMBAR- REALLY FYING, ING YOU. 
HURTS, 
RasseD, "Or 
| q | 
(INN CAN 
4 : ( <a: YOU PUT 
aa ic YOUR WEIGHT : 
i = ON BOTH 5 
LEGS? _ 





veel T 
DOESN’T 
LOOK 
LIKE IT. 
I THINK 
| YOU SHOULD 
ate / CALL IT A 
YOU NEED NIGHT... 
TO PUT SOME 
ICE ON THAT. IF 


THAT DOESN'T 
HELP WITH THE 
PAIN, YOU SHOULD 
GO TO THE 
HOSPITAL. 


SHIRO. 





OKAY? 


























WELL, 
YOU DON’T 
LOOK 

FINE. 


THE » 
ASTRONOMY 2 












































CLUB IS DOING 
Us A FAVOR BY 
LETTING US : 
JOIN THEIR / 
WATCH 
PARTY. I 
CAN’T 
LET YOU 
i STAND 
oy AROUND 
FOR LONG 
PERIODS 
OF TIME ON 
AN UNLIT 
WE ROOF LIKE 
DON’T THAT. 
WANT TO 
CAUSE THEM SHIRO. 
ANY TROUBLE, . 
RIGHT? : 1 




















YOU THINK 
I’M ABOUT 
TO LET YOU 
WALK HOME 
ALONE AT NIGHT 
WHEN YOU'RE 
INJURED? 


I’M 
GONNA 
WALK YOU 
HOME. C’MON, 


I’M 
SAYING 
THIS RIGHT 














DERSTAND, 
THEN HOP 






































WHAT 
IN THE 
WORLD... 


ene ONVE- 
\WENCED, 












































YEAH. 

ABOVE 

THAT 

ACTU-  _LAMP- 

ALLY, THAT POST. 
LAMPPOST 
IS KINDA IN 





io 
a 
= 
=] 
5 
a=] 
EI 
z 








MAYBE WE 
SHOULD TAKE 
A DETOUR. 










































































1/76 SO 
DARK... 


CICADAS 
ARE BEING 
REALLY 





THERE 
TT WAS! A 
SHOOTING 

STAR!! 
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TAL- 
WAYS... 









USED 
7O STARE O 

DOWN AT THE 6 

GROUND. 













| WISH 
THAT SHIRO’S 

LEGS WILL HEAL 

QUICKLY! 





IT’S 

A SHOOT- 

ING STAR, 
SO... 
I 

GETA 

WISH! 










I WISH 
THAT, RIGHT 
NOW, I CAN 

FIND THE 
COURAGE TO 
TELL HIM. 


THAT. I’M 


THE ONE WHO 
SAID. IT WANTED 
TO JUST BE 
FRIENDS... 


I'VE 
ALWAYS 
ADMIRED 


YOU'RE 
KIND AND 


BUT DEEP popuULaR... 
DOWN, YOU ‘ 


STILL SEEM 
SO LONELY. 


BUT 
EVERY 
DAY, I FALL 
FOR You 
MORE AND 
MORE. 





let = STAND... 


LET you 
DOWN FOR 
JUST A 
LITTLE 
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DID YOU 
KNOW I’D 
BEEN WAITING 

ALL THIS 





BEYONZ, 


OF COURSE 
TLL GO OUT 
WITH You. 


DON’T 
ASK ME 
TO GO BACK 
TO BEING JUST 
FRIENDS 
AGAIN, 
OKAY? 





‘ 








the springtime ; 


CHAPTER 21 


with yo 


THE SPRINGTIME OF MY 
LIFE BEGAN WITH YOU 





of my life began § 



















THE IN 
RESULTS OF DECEMEER... 
THE LITERATURE 
CONTEST WERE 


ANNOUNCED. 








I’M SO 
IMPRESSED 
THAT A LIT- 
ERARY CLUB 

MEMBER WON 

AN AWARD! 






WHAT AN 
ACCOMPLISH- 
MENT, TOMO- 
BIKI-SENSEI! 









CONGRATU- 
LATIONS! 













I’M THE 
TEACHER IN 
CHARGE IN 
NAME ONLY, 
ACTUALLY. 












TO THINK 
THAT THE 
CLUB ONLY 









NOT TO 
MENTION 
THE STAND- 












TO BE 
HONEST... 












IT! 





BELIEVE 


SURPRISED, 
MYSELF. 























NO ONE 
WOULD'VE 
EXPECTED 

THAT YOU'D 

WIN AN AWARD, 

TAKASAGO! 





| 

















YEAH. 
EVEN I’M 
SURPRISED 
BY THIS 
HIDDEN 
TALENT... 















(Zz 

oe 
THAT'S \Y NE OF THE 

youre || STILL PRETTY SELECTED 

| Just FULL IMPRESSIVE! PIECES. | 

OF SURPRIS- TIN 

ES LATELY, DIDN'T WIN 
FIRST PLACE 








ENOUGH 
THAT YOU 
WROTE A 
NOVEL. 
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JUST FELL 
IN LOVE FOR 
REAL, THAT’S 
ALL. 











LIKE, 
I KNOW 
WHY You WHAT’S 
TWO FIRST WITH THE 


STARTED CHANGE OF 


GOING OUT. HEART? 
BUT THAT WAS 
JUST FORA 
BATSU GAME, 
RIGHT? 


CHANGE OF 
HEART, HUH? 
WELL... 












RELATIONSHIP 
SINCE SUM- 
MER BREAK 

ENDED. 








IF 
you TWO 
ARE SO HEAD 
OVER HEELS 
FOR EACH 
OTHER... 


IF 
ANYTHING, 
IM THE 
ONE WHO'S 
STILL NOT 


HEAR- 

ING HIM 

SAY THAT IN 
FRONT OF EV- \i 4 
ERYONE MAKES \ / 
MY HEART s 

POUND LIKE 

CRAZY... 
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Ly — 
ae] 
\\ eS /. 

HEY... THEN 

 Seeoeeaeg eae | HOW WHY 
S _] HAVEN'T 

| Lilie \ AG YOU KISS- 

IT’S YOU... a ED Yer, 

oBvious. Me 











ye IT’S ONE 
THING FOR 
GEEZ, ARE YOU, SUEHIRO-SAN 
TSURUHARA.... \ ELEMEN- V4 TO BE ACTING 
GUESS YOU’RE sly. ; Af-| — AbL INNOCENT, 
s é BUT IT’S 
DONE WITH ERS? = Z HILARIOUS 
SUGARCOATING Sp iC TO SEE You 
THINGS, \ 00 THE SAME, 
HUH? TAKASAGO. 
Po 
PO oa) v one 
CK? 
I CAN’T \ 
WAIT TO SEE 
HOW LONG 
THAT PRIDEFUL 
PATIENCE .-l/‘M JUST 
OF YOURS TRYING TO 
LASTSO MAKE SHIRO 
COMFORTABLE 
AND LET HER 
TAKE THE LEAD, 
OBVIOUSLY! 









































COULD WRITE 
A NOVEL? 














I HEARD 
TAKASAGO’S 
SELECTED 





Li | 
f | fi Y\\ = - 
f 
f \ 
Af if || 


AN 
\ 


IMPRESSIVE, 
TOO, MAKING 
A MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
DEBUT LIKE 

THAT. 
































I HEARD oe 
SHE LOST THE 
NOG). iene | “So's Wee’ | okie 
Fa ,| AND SHE WAS SO / 
bt 4 : THOUGH. FULL OF CONFI- THAT'S 
EL! DENCE, TOO... WHERE 
| ANRI GOT 
HER DRIVE 
TO WRITE 
NOVELS 
FROM. 











YOWRE 
A GOOD 
VICE PRES- 
IDENT. 























you 
WRITE TOO, 
DON'T YOU, 
SUEHIRO- 
SAN? 


I 
DIDN'T 
THAT’S ~~ WIN AN 
OKAY WITH Pp ey N ‘ AWARD OR 
ME. y aN ANYTHING, 
THOUGH. 























SURE- 
LY WE 
CAN READ 
IT NOW, 


You 
WOULDN'T 
SHOW IT 
TO ANYONE 
WHILE You 
WERE WRITING 
IT, EITHER! 


THE VICE 
PRES WANTS 
TO READ 
IT, TOO. 
1 were 
RIGHT? YOUR CLUB 


MATES, MAN. 
COME ON. 




















WHAAAT?! 
| WANNA READ 
YOUR EMBAR- 
RASSING 


TRUE. 


WHY 
DOES 
ALL THE 
FURNITURE 
IN HERE 
HAVE SUCH 
A RELAXED 
BE- VIBE? 
CAUSE 
THAT'S 
WHAT I 
ORDERED. 


EMBAR- 

RASSING, 

OKAY? I 

WROTE IT 

WAY TOO 

EARNEST- 
Ly. 


FORGET ABOUT 
ME. YOU'VE GOT 
THE NEXT CONTEST 
DEADLINE TO WORRY 
ABOUT, RIGHT, 
FUKUMORI? 


SUITABLE 
FOR 
WRITING 













UNTIL NOW, 
I NEVER REALLY 
THOUGHT THIS 
WOULD TURN INTO 
A LEGITIMATE 
CLUB... 














EVERY- 
THING YOU 
WANNA 
D0. 





I HAD 
SOMETHING 
I WANTED TO 
TELL YOU, SUE- 
HIRO-SAN. 






















| “) “THE 

YOU STILL FOREST 
CARRY THAT OF FALLING 
AROUND {7 Ay\__-~:|_ stars’? 
EVERYWHERE |) A 2: 


I’M 
IN TALKS 
THE NEW TO GET IT 
PUBLISHED IN 
STORY I PUB- 
PAPERBACK 
LISHED IN A FORM 
LITERARY MAG- ‘ 
AZINE APPARENT- 
LY GOT PRETTY 
GOOD FEEDBACK, 
SO... 


STORY WILL 
BE ABLE TO 
REACH EVEN 
MORE PEOPLE 
NOW. 
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IT’S 
BECAUSE 
OF HOW YOU 
THAT CHERISHED MY 
I DECIDED STORY... 
I WANTED 
TO KEEP 
WRITING. 


CONGRAT- 
ULATIONS, 
YACHIYO- 
KUN. 





THANK 
YOU, SUE- 
HIRO-SAN. 


NOW, I'VE 
COME TO 
LOVE... 


THE 
PROCESS 
OF WRIT- 

ING IT- 
SELF. 





PLUS “ 
F I DON’T 
WE HAVE REALLY MIND 
fe eed IF WE IF WE CHANGE 
3 NEED SOME s THE DECOR, 
MIZE OLR FUNDS FOR 


THAT, NOW’S 
nei VuR noe 
AWARD- a 


as FORM TO THE 
WINNING STUDENT 


WORK AL- x COUNCIL. 
READY! 








DUDE, 
DO you 


You'D REALLY . 
BETTER pri HAVE TO ee 
WRITE SOME- THAT, | BE THAT y, WAS THE 
THING NEXT osu! / -MBAR- THLE 
YEAR, TOO! RASSED . AGAIN? 
ABOUT 


HUHP! 


WHY WRITE \ | LCAN'T 
Aual |: 7 
| A HAIKU, OF ALL }:::: ee wine KU! WRITE LIT 


| 
as eeP foc] WORK INTO ERATURE! 


THE HAIKU 
YU CATEGORY! 





SOME- 
WHERE I 
FEEL LIKE I 




















OR WE 
COULD MAKE 
A CLUB MAGAZINE 
AND SUBMIT IT TO 
THE CLUB MAGA- 
ZINE CATEGORY! 

















HEY, 
SHIRO! 





























ANY- 
WAY, LET’S 
HEAD INTO 
THE CLUB 

ROOM. 





























JUST. EVER | 


HOW MUCH SINCE THE 
HAS HE DONE DAY I MET. 
FORME... HIM... 
_ ALL THIS 





I WONDER? TIME... 


: YEAH. 









: “lt I LET 
OC, : THE REST 
OF THE 
MEMBERS 
vou SAID GO HOME. 
THERE WAS 
SOME EXTRA 
WORK FOR 
ME TO DO 
id 
THAT 
WAS JUST 
A LIE. 


yy 














i} 





SILENCE 


we 




















WHY DO IT 
ALWAYS FEEL 
NERVOUS AGAIN 
WHEN IT'S JUST 
THE TWO OF 






































I MEAN, 
















































I ONLY 
I FELT BUT... T GUESS EV- WANT YOU 
LIKE YOU HAD ERYONE ELSE TO READ 
IS GONNA READ 
A RIGHT TO READ 
IT ANYWAY WHEN 
se aiveg IT GETS PUB- 
ANYONE 
FALSE LISHED IN THE 
: AWARD WINNERS’ 
ANTHOLOGY, 
BUT..-STILL 












A 
PRINTED- 










I 





OUT VERSION 
BASED 
OF THE NOVEL 
ps tas seek I WROTE. 


you. TER... 








AND IT’S 
NOT LIKE 
I’M COPYING 
HIM, EITHER, 


CAUSE OKAY? 


HE BASED 
HIS MAIN 
CHARACTER 
OFF OF HOW 
YOU WERE 
IN MIDDLE 


I 
WANTED TO 
WRITE ABOUT 
YOU THROUGH 
MY EYES. 

















CLASS 
REP TOLD 
ME TO WRITE 
ABOUT SOME- 


WANTED 
TO WRITE 
ABOUT THE 
SHIRO I 
KNow. 


BECAUSE... 
YOU CHANGED 








DION’T 
I WIN AN 
HAD AWARD, 


ALOT BUT... 
OF FUN 
WRITING 
IT. 




















REALLY 
GRATEFUL 
FOR THAT. 


EMBARRASSED 
TO SHOW YOU MY 
NOVEL, SINCE I 
BASED THE MAIN 
CHARACTER OFF 
OF YOU. SO, I 
GUESS THAT 
MAKES US 
EVEN... 





IT WANT 
TO WRITE 
MORE IN THE 
FUTURE... 


AND I 
WANT TO 
LEARN MORE 
ABOUT YOU, 
TOO. 





I CAN'T DO 
THIS AFTER 


‘CAUSE 
IT’S EMBAR- 
RASSING! 
OBVIOUS- 
LY! 





























THAT 
JUST : 
MAKES es AND I’M 
ME WANT LEN UNCHARAC- 
TOREAD // \ \\ "= TERISTICALLY 


ITEVEN [| | / | ~~} <3) ROMANTIC WHEN 
/ ve 1% I WRITE, 


PLEASE... 


TAKA- 
SAGO- 
KUN. 












































PSYCH!! 


I'VE 
BEEN WAIT- 
ING PATIENTLY 
SINCE SUM- 


MER. 
NO ‘ 


PRESSURE, 
THOUGH. 
I CAN KEEP 
WAITING... 

















































ARE 
you 

YOU'RE REALLY 

ACTUALLY GONNA 

GONNA DO IT? 


# euusrene 
% 
bh 












IF YOU'RE EOURSE! 


EMBARRASSED, 
YOU CAN LEAVE 
THE CLUB 
ROOM? 

















YOWRE 
GONNA 
HAVE 

LET ME TO... 
READ YOUR 
NOVEL SOME- 
TIME, TOO, 
YOU KNOW. 





















ANWNITRNOU 
TWISHED 


TYE SPRINGTINEE OF WN ANE BEG 
BH DNC SECOND NEAR, HOMPRE 





the springtime of my life began with you 


we presented by Nikki Asada 











THE LITERARY | 
CLUB NOW? 


YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO KEEP 
COMING HERE 
TO ESCORT ME. 

I’M NOT GONNA 
RUN OFF, YOU 
KNOW. 


FAITHFULLY DAY AFTER DAY FOR HIS OWNER TO RETURN FOR HIM. 
HIS OWNER PASSED AWAY AND NEVER CAME FOR HACHIKO, BUT HE 
NEVER GAVE UP. 











I’M AFRAID 


YOU'LL RUN 
INVITED 


YOU TO 
JOIN THE 
CLUB. 


WILL YOU 
JOIN THE 
LITERATURE 
CLUB?! 


I 
NEVER 
IMAGINED 
THAT YOU'D 
ACTUALLY 
JOIN. 





















































OH, 
SO SHE 
FEELS RE- 
SPONSIBLE 

































TO SHOW 
MY APPRE- 
CIATION...! 


AFF al 


SO, 
SHE WAS 
JUST HAPPY 
I JOINED? 


IF 
I'M JUST 
MAKING A 
NUISANCE 
OF MYSELF, 
THEN... 


THAT'S 
HER REASON 
FOR COMING TO 
GET ME EVERY 
WEDNESDAY? 






NOT A NUI- 
SANCE. 


















__/ 
Ly] I WANT 
TO WORK 
HARD TO 

MAKE SURE 

THAT YOU'RE 


GLAD YOu 
JOINED... 






































I'M GOING 

TO TAKE FULL 
RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THAT!! 

















































GREAT. 









WHAT'S 
I COULDNT THIS ABOUT HEI 
THINK OF A TAKING RESPON- 
WORSE PERSON SIBILITY, 


NOBU?! 


THE END a 
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